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Todd 

The Prez Sez 
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Newsletter of the Paradise Garden Club, Paradise  CA  newsletter@paradisegardenclub.org  ParadiseGardenClub.org 

Well, wasn’t January a wild ride with beautiful winter days between atmospheric river 

driven storms.  Sunshine, wind, rain, sleet, and fog.  It kind of makes it hard to get 

out and have some good old gardening time. 

At the January meeting, I was lucky enough to be able to share some of my 

knowledge of tool maintenance with the members.   

The Beautification Team, under Jeudie’s lead, has had a bit of a rough time of it getting out to 

work their magic at their usual haunts.  We had a close call when the big pine tree at the Veterans Hall 

fell quite close to the Elliot triangle which we have worked very hard at keeping beautiful.  Daffies were 

planted at the pet memorial sign in Bille Park, the library and the Welcome to Paradise sign on Clark 

Road.  Not to mention the hundreds that were purchased privately, and planted in residential 

landscapes across the Ridge. 

As I write this, it is a glorious and sunny day in between storms with creeks rushing, waterfalls 
falling, and bulbs beginning to pop out their lovely green shoots.  It is time to get out to mulch your 
perennials, prune your rose bushes while they are still dormant.  It’s also a good time to start your 
seeds for your root vegetables such as carrots, turnips, radishes, and parsnips which can all be planted 
from January all the way through early spring to make wonderful soups.  Stay warm, stay dry and 
enjoy the outdoors! 

PGCI General Meeting, February 13 at 1:00 p.m. 

Joyce Hill, Master Gardener, presents Companion Planting  

The right plant in the right place is our goal.  Come and learn from Joyce’s experience.  Companion 

planting covers pest control concerns, pollination, habitats for beneficial insects, space utilization, and 

more.  It’s a love connection for your landscape.  Sound good?  It’s free, everyone is welcome.  Join us!  

ParadiseGardenClub.org
mailto:newsletter@paradisegardenclub.org
ParadiseGardenClub.org
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Beautification Team Report 

The last of the daffodils were planted when the clouds parted for a moment. 

 We put in clusters at the Monument (on Clark at Elliott) and in Bille Park at the memorial for 

animals lost in the November 8, 2018 Camp Fire. There will be a burst of yellow where we planted at 

the Paradise sign on Clark Road at the edge of town.   

 Several members of our community, acting on their own, planted around eighty bulbs at a home 

for special-needs adults.  These gardeners are also part of the Beautification team. 

 Mostly, along with you all, we’ve watched the rain fall and snow cover higher elevations near us 

whilst staying indoors, planning our spring gardens. 

Photos by Nancy Howe 

The glorious bloom 

we envision. 
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                Upcoming Events 

Garden and Landscaping Class     Cost $16.   Pre-registration required 
February 4,  Terry Ashe Park                                                                                                     

Kathleen Elliott’s winter class will feature pruning and caring for your deciduous trees and shrubs like 

roses, Japanese maples, fruit trees and vines to ready for the 2023 growing season.  

https://www.paradiseprpd.com/the-terry-ashe-recreation-center 

Building Industry Stakeholders Meeting                                                                                                                

February 1 at 3-4pm located at BRC 6295 Skyway                                                                          

Join us to hear from IBHS about their Wildfire Prepared Home designation.                                                                  

Please RSVP by January 31st to atennin@townofparadise.com. 

February 2023 American Rose Society CR Webinars  

February 4, 2023 at 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM Central                                                                                                      
1. Diane Sommers - CR Mission & Ethics                                                                                         
2.  Dave Ingram - Soil & Water                                                                                                       
3.  Craig Dorschel - Chemical Safety  

February 11, 2023 at 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM Central                                                                           
1.  Art Wade - Fertilizer                                                                                                                 
2.  Baldo Villegas - Insects and Diseases 

The American Rose Society exists to promote the culture, preservation and appreciation of the Rose, 
and to improve its standard of excellence for all people, through education and research. 

Local Nursery Crawl, 9th Annual 

February Friday 24th & Saturday 25th, 9:00am-4:00pm 

www.LocalNurseryCrawl.com 

This event is an opportunity for community members to connect with local plant nurseries and discover 

all the amazing plants, garden supplies, decor, knowledge and resources each nursery has to offer. 

Each local nursery has a different focus and passion, and can help you design your dream garden and 

landscape. There are 12 nursery locations to visit. Participants are encouraged to visit as many as they 

can and in any order that they like. Each visit earns a stamp on the Nursery Crawl Flyer. The Flyer can 

be printed from the website 

www.LocalNurseryCrawl.com. Once the sixth nursery is visited, participants are entered into a raffle at 
that nursery for a $25 gift certificate.  

This is a fun event for the whole family. Most nurseries will offer special events, deals, additional 
raffles, and refreshments during the event. Once you know all about our amazing local nurseries, we 
hope you’ll visit them for all your garden and landscape needs. 

https://www.paradiseprpd.com/the-terry-ashe-recreation-center
mailto:atennin@townofparadise.com
http://www.localnurserycrawl.com/
http://www.localnurserycrawl.com/


 4 

More Events and Activities 

 

Feb. 4- 12-2PM. Seed and Scion  Swap. Trinity Methodist Church, 285 E. 5th St. 11:30-noon: bring 

home grown seed for face to face swapping and seed stories. General public come at noon. Bring your 

seed heads, seeds, cuttings, scions, bulbs, plants, rootings and garden tools to share OR just bring 

yourself and family! Grafting demos. Free event, all are welcome with our without seeds.  

Feb. 8, 3PM Community Connections- Zero Waste Food Security Pt. 3: Community Composting. 

.Butte County Library in Chico Meeting Room. 1108 Sherman Ave.. This is part three of this series. The 

first talk was by Val Meza from Butte County Recycling. Center For Healthy Communities presented 530 

Food Rescue in the second part of this series. This third and final part of the series, Amy Roseman from 

Butte County Local Food Network and friends will share about the importance and joys of Community 

Composting.  

Feb. 9, 3PM Grafting Demo with Robert Henry. Vecino Community Garden, 1535 Laburnum Ave.,  

Feb. 14, 4PM 'Seed Starting for the Home Gardener' with Keith Stilson. 1078 Gallery, 1078 Park 

Dr., Professionally, Keith was trained as a Clinical Laboratory Scientist and ran hospital labs for many 

years. He has been an avid gardener all of his adult life and has a huge garden, often growing 90 

heirloom tomato plants each year. He usually starts around 1000 plants for his garden and for friends. 

He became a Butte County Master Gardener in 2020 and enjoys looking after the edible garden at 

Patrick Ranch.  

Feb. 15, 4PM, Convert Your Lawn to Conserve Water and Create Habitat. 1078 Gallery, 1078 

Park Dr., Description: How and why have green lawns been the go-to home landscape choice, even in 

dry climates? And how can we successfully convert former lawns to beautiful, productive habitat for 

pollinators, other local wildlife, and humans?  Laura Lukes is a Northern California Native partial to 

botanical Northern California Natives. She's a charter member of the UC Master Gardeners of Butte 

County and enjoys learning about and exploring our corner of the world.  

Feb. 15, 6PM Gardening and Landscaping With Native Plants- Deborah Halfpenny. 1078 Gallery, 

1078 Park Dr.  Deborah has a 40 year career as a landscape designer and manager specializing in 

native plants. She is currently the Horticulture Chair of the Mount Lassen Chapter CNPS, Statewide 

CNPS Garden Ambassador, Calscape 2.0 Steering Committee member, Coordinator of the Neighborhood 

Habitat Certification Program, and Certified California Naturalist.  

Feb. 16, 6PM. Traveling Seeds: How seed travel across the country and around the world. 

Marie Dillon.  1078 Gallery, 1710 Park Ave. Chico, 6PM. Marie was born in Mississippi and raised in 

Chico, California. She is the head gardener at The Maker's Garden, which is located at Second Baptist 

(Parkside Community) church. She became a Master Gardener in 2020. Her love/passion is to teach 

children to garden.  

Feb. 19, 3PM - Changing Palates For A Changing Climate with Sherri Scott. 1078 Gallery, 1710 

Park Ave. Sherri is a plant geek who loves growing, cooking, eating, foraging, creating medicines, 

studying, and identifying them. She shares her love of plants and nature through her businesses 

Harvests & Habitats Nursery, GRUB Grown Nursery, and Naturejunkie Farm & Forage as well as 

organizing Chico’s Seed & Scion Swaps and teaching classes.  

Feb. 24-25 Nursery Crawl-  This event is a fun opportunity for community members to connect with 

local plant nurseries and discover all the amazing plants, garden supplies, decor, and expertise each 

nursery has to offer. Each local nursery has a different focus and passion to help you design your 

dream garden or landscapes. Details at LocalNurseryCrawl.com for information or questions email 

info@MagnoliaGardening.com  

Questions? Reply to this email or, more directly, contact Sherri Scott at 530-342-3376 or 

sherri@grubchico.org.  

mailto:info@MagnoliaGardening.com
mailto:sherri@grubchico.org
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The National Gardener, Winter 2016  https://www.gardenclub.org  

What Can You Do About Invasive Plants? 
by Terry Kroke, NGC Invasive Plants Chairman 

 

 

An invasive plant is a species that has adapted to areas where it has never grown naturally.  Some 

have escaped from public gardens but many were intentionally planted in private gardens.  They 
spread aggressively to overwhelm native plants and may destroy the habitats of native plants, 
insects, birds, fish, and animals.  In the United States, over 1,000 invasive plant species are 
recognized as a threat to native plants and animals. 

 You may wonder what you can do to help control invasive plants. You can help through 

prevention, control, and education. Prevent new invasions by limiting your new planting to native or 

non-invasive landscape plants. No matter how attractive or exotic a new variety appears, make sure 

it is not invasive in your area. If there are undisturbed natural areas nearby, you can work with local 

conservation groups to protect them. Non-native plants can more easily colonize disturbed soils.  

 You can detect and control infestations on your property. Early detection is important because 

outbreaks are most easily controlled when they are small and the plants are young. Once they are 

detected, control the infestation by removing the plants entirely or preventing their spread outside 

your property. This may include pruning to prevent flowering and seed dispersal or cutting, mowing or 

using herbicide to prevent vegetative spread outside your property.  

 You can educate others about invasive plants. Make your friends and neighbors aware of the 

dangers of planting invasive plants or of allowing them to thrive. Ask local nurseries and garden shops 

to not sell these species, volunteer in exotic plant removal projects, and request your local 

governments and public gardens use only non-invasive or native plants in urban and suburban 

landscapes.  

From Golden Garden eNews, January 2023 page 5 http://californiagardenclubs.com 

Increasing numbers of monarch butterflies spotted in California  

More than 300,000 monarch butterflies have been counted at overwintering sites in 

California, according to the Xerces Society's Western Monarch Thanksgiving Count. The 

conservation organization says this number of monarch butterflies hasn't been seen since the 

fall of 2000.  

In 2020, only about 2,000 butterflies were counted across the state. This is the second year of 

increasing numbers. While the latest report is seen as positive, researchers say the monarch population has declined 

significantly since the 1980s when monarchs numbered in the low millions. Butterflies were counted at 183 

overwintering sites in California. According to the Xerces 

Society's report, the largest individual count of butterflies 

so far this season was 34,180 at a private site in Santa 

Barbara County. Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and 

Ventura counties have the four largest overwintering sites 

including the Pismo State Beach Monarch Butterfly Grove 

which hosts more than 20,000 monarchs each. The Xerces 

Society expects to release a final count in late January 2023.  

Article taken from KSBY News  

https://www.gardenclub.org/
http://californiagardenclubs.com
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Paradise Garden Club. Inc. General Meeting 

January 9, 2022 

Terry Ashe Recreation Center 

 
The meeting was called to order at 1:07 pm. There were approximately 18 people attending.  

 
Budget Report 

Margaret reported that our current balance is $32,000. She stated that we had only budgeted $500 for 

the garden tour, which was not enough, so the Board voted to transfer $2,500 from another area of 

the budget (beautification) to the garden tour, as we might need that much to cover garden tour 

expenses such as new signage, tour booklets, etc. No one was opposed to the transfer of funds. 

Margaret also announced the Penny Pines certificate in honor of Anne Barrett.  

 
Plant Table 

Todd announced there were plants on the table at the back of the room that people could purchase for 

$1-$3 to help support the club. 

 
Property Inventory 

Todd announced that Joyce and Ellen would be taking an inventory of all the stuff in the storage unit 

so everyone will know what we have. 

 
Gold Nugget Booth 

Kathleen stated that she has not gotten info on booths for Gold Nugget Days yet, but that she is 

willing to share her booth space with the garden club at any event at which she has a booth.  

 
Master Gardener Minute 

Ellen talked about neonicotinoids which are pesticides made from synthetic nicotine that are commonly 

used in this country. They are lethal to many plant pests such as aphids, whiteflies and mealy bugs, 

but they are also lethal to beneficial insects such as bees and butterflies. Neonics are systemic 

chemicals taken up throughout plant tissues, and residues can remain for months to a year. Many 

large retailers sell plants that have been treated with neonicotinoids. Ellen suggested asking retailers 

whether the plants they sell have been treated with these chemicals, and avoid buying plants that 

have been treated. This will help protect many beneficial insects and pollinators that are currently 

threatened. 

 
Garden Tour 

Todd announced that work has begun on planning for the 2023 Garden Tour. A search committee has 

been formed as well as a committee to work on the ticket booklet. We will use the PID site for the 

plant sale again, but will have parking in the upper level and plant sale in the lower level. We will be 

asking for other groups to staff information tables (Master Gardeners, Fire Safe Council, etc.). There 

will be a training for those people who are willing to sell ads. Shawn Ramsey offered to help sell ads. 

She also offered to have her garden on the tour. We will be looking to purchase new, heavier signs to 

put around town. We lost a lot of signs to the wind last year. 

 
Good of the Order 

-Ward announced that we had gotten a thank you card from the Butte College Horticultural Program.  

He also gave an update on the Daffodils Across the Ridge Program. The club has planted 195,000 

daffodils so far. The effort was highlighted in an article in the Country Woman magazine. Ward also 

announced a composting workshop that will be held on January 28th at 11:00 at the Terry Ashe Rec 

Center. 

-Kathleen announced that she will be giving a talk on January 30th to the Butte County Rose Society. 

She also announced a pruning class she will be offering soon. 

-Brian Baily, from GreenWorx Vegetation Management, offered a to give the club a free fruitless olive 

tree.  
Continued on next page. 
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Tool Maintenance Presentation 

Todd gave a workshop on tool maintenance. He showed how to remove rust from tools, and how to 

sharpen tools with a file. He also suggested removing varnish from handles with a chisel, then sanding 

them down and applying linseed oil. For clippers, use a wrench to take them apart, then remove rust, 

sharpen with file, apply oil and wipe off. He also suggested using spray silicone as a lubricant for tools. 

For people who use hori-hori garden knives, he suggested always using one that has a hand guard so 

you don’t accidentally slice your hand. For power tools, he recommended using non-ethanol gas, be-

cause ethanol gas will damage gaskets. It was a very informative presentation. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:10. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Ellen Michels, Recording Secretary 

Minutes continued 

February Blooms 
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Gardening like an Astronaut  By Anne Barrett 

Part 3: How’s the weather in there? 

Hangar One in Mountain View, California is 308 ft wide and 1,133 ft long, covering eight acres. To put it 

in physical terms, it would hold about six 

football fields. That’s one huge amount of 

indoor air, the temperature and humidity of 

which don’t always match conditions 

outside. It became clear soon after 

completion that the structure has it’s own 

weather inside: clouds, rain, and more: a 

family member of mine who worked inside 

Hangar One for a while has regaled us with 

tales of his entire team trotting outside 

pretty quickly to avoid static electricity 

discharges in the upper reaches of the building — IOW, lightning. 

My little tent garden is 10x12x8’, a far less grandiose space, and yet 

has its own weather, too. In fact, the balance to be achieved every day is 

among three elements: temperature, humidity, and airflow. Each has 

impact on the other two. Harmony is achieved at the apex of this tripod. 

Humidity is provided by external sources when you water your plants. 

At night, humidity arises from plant respiration. During both time periods 

humidity is kept under some control by a dehumidifier. By paying attention 

and acting quickly I’ve been able to bring the humidity range from 35-75% 

at the outset of this project to 40-60% now. Most of the plants seem 

happy with this, but I haven’t yet moved in a lot of the planned veggies & 

herbs. Those plants will change both the humidity demands and, through 

their physiology, humidity levels. 

Heat is provided by the four full-spectrum lights, and lessened by the 

operation of fans. (Cooling also is aided by the cool air emanating from the 

aforementioned dehumidifier.) Without getting too science-wordy, warm air can help plants grow well 

but also can absorb moisture away from them, while cool air will allow plants to retain more moisture. 

Short story: you don’t want the air to be too extreme either way. So far, my best thermal results have 

been achieved by leaving one corner of one window panel open. (As I write this it’s January and the air 

in the outer room is chill. We’ll have to see how things get on as we move into hotter outdoor weather. I 

suspect it really will have to be managed in response to changes in the weather.) 

Airflow is the job of fans. Our tent kit came with a big, capable fan that was built for the pot-growing 

industry. It will exchange all the air in the tent (960 cubic feet, less the space occupied by plants ) in 

under four minutes. However, allowing the fan to run for a while in order to combat high heat will suck 

humidity out of the air, resulting in your plants gasping for water while desperately waving their wilting 

fronds for help. Sad state of things. We’ve nearly stopped using the big fan and are instead moving to 

two gentler, 8” oscillating fans. Bulletins as they break. 

No lightning yet but, again, bulletins as they break. BTW, photos are not to scale. 

——— 

References: so many! Grow tents sprang from the cannibis industry and there are a huge number of 

sources out there talking about the temperature, humidity, and airflow requirements of pot plants. For 

something more aligned with veggies, try this website: https://www.backyardboss.net/ideal-

https://www.backyardboss.net/ideal-temperature-and-humidity-for-grow-tent/
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Herbs as Houseplants 

By Debi Durham 

 

Welcoming nature indoors not only clears the air of toxins but provides a 

symbiotic relationship between us and the plants who depend on our 

care. Between work and home, urban dwellers spend 80-90% of their 

time indoors. Studies find that not only do indoor plants remove deadly 

carbon dioxide and replace it with life-giving oxygen through their 

photosynthesis and respiratory process, but also find the soil itself may 

contribute to cleaner indoor air. Besides providing households with 

cleaner air, plants also improve our overall wellness by helping us 

recover from mental fatigue and supporting cognitive health. Plants 

improve a sense of well-being by improving focus and lessening anxiety. 

When relaxed, blood pressure, heart rate and cortisol levels may be 

improved. A plus besides bringing nature indoors is a happier, healthier 

life. 

 Herbs have been growing throughout the world for centuries. 

They have survived harsh growing conditions and neglect. They have 

been transferred to gardens through seed and propagation to provide 

generations with culinary treats and natural remedies and are the oldest 

civilized garden plant in the world. While not particularly showy, being 

old-fashioned plants, herbs have found their way into urban and 

suburban edible landscapes: marjoram and thyme as groundcover, 

lavender intermingling with roses and other ornamentals. While 

gardeners think nothing of planting herbs in the ground, or potting them 

up as outdoor focal points, few grow herbs inside as houseplants.  

 Herbs can easily be grown and enjoyed in the home. Many species 

can be combined with traditional houseplants (think weeping fig, ficus benjamina, potted with a carpet of 

sage or thyme) or potted together in a single pot. Herbs are ideal plants in homes with open floor plans, 

planted in foyers, near windows, and under sky lights.  

 Advantages to growing herbs indoors include, but are not limited to, being able to have different 

varieties of an herb at your fingertips growing in your kitchen to use in a recipe, easily controlling the 

growing conditions and soil needs of individual plants and extending the growing season of herbs to all 

year. Outdoors herbs may get lost among the other plants. We may have to hunt for that basil growing 

among our tomatoes. The hunt often becomes no fun, and the basil winds up going to seed as did the 

cilantro growing among the taller, shade providing asters and coreopsis. 

 Containers are an important consideration. Adequate drainage is essential for a plant’s health. At 

least one drainage hole will keep the roots from becoming waterlogged. If the container doesn’t have a 

drainage hole, you’ll have to make one.  An electric drill with the proper bit will get the job done. If 

repurposing a container, make sure it’s clean. Steel wool or a stiff brush will clean the inside of the pot. 

Rinse, then wash in hot water before planting. The most reliable and inexpensive pots are the unglazed 

flowerpots found at garden centers.  

 Water, light, and soil requirements need to be observed when growing 

herbs inside. There are two ways to water container-grown herbs, one from the top 

and the other from the bottom. Gentle watering is important, so the herb’s soil is 

not washed away. Water until water begins coming out the drainage hole at the 

bottom of the container. Watering from the bottom requires the container to be 

placed in a water-filled tub or sink for an hour or so allowing the soil to absorb the 

water. In hot weather or heated homes, use the finger test to check soil moisture. 

Roots are killed when left dry for too long. Another test for determining soil 

moisture is done with a wooden spoon. By tapping the side of the pot, a thud 

indicates moisture, and a ping indicates dry soil.  

Photos by Debi Durham 
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 Most herbs require five or more hours of direct sunlight. Lemon balm and mints do better with 

indirect light. Make sure if potting up several different types of herbs to check light requirements. A 

good quality grow light will be needed if herbs are grown in an area of low light. Low light should never 

be a deterrent for bringing plants indoors.  

 Herbs are happy in the same environment we feel 

comfortable. If too hot, a fan or an open window will cool herbs in 

summer months, as well as allow the air to circulate around the 

plants. Humidity should be kept at thirty to fifty percent, so a 

mister is an important tool. A spray bottle filled with water makes 

for an inexpensive solution for humidity needs.  

 Using the same techniques learned from planting containers 

in the garden can be applied to your indoor garden herbs. 

Grouping herbs not only saves space but also provides a 

compatible growing environment for plants with similar needs. A 

thriller, spiller, and filler add depth and beauty to a container. 

Finding herbs that complement each other can be found online; an 

example to consider may be garlic acting as a focal point (the 

thriller), a spiller falling over the sides of the container such as 

creeping or woolly thyme, and parsley (the filler) providing color 

and complement.  

 Adding herbs as houseplants is not only an aesthetic 

decision but one that provides health benefits. Herbs clean our 

interior air, calm our nervous system, and provide tastiness in our 

culinary attempts. Bringing outdoors indoors brings us closer to nature. There are many online sources 

to help find the right herbs for our own personal environment. Check them out and begin growing herbs 

as houseplants in your home.  
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Lee MS, Lee J, Park BJ, Miyazaki Y. Interaction with indoor plants may reduce psychological and 
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crossover study. J Physiol Anthropol. 2015 Apr 28;34(1):21. doi: 10.1186/s40101-015-0060-8. PMID: 
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Quote by Terri Guillemets, photos by Nancy 
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In every era of the 

Paradise Garden Club 

there is a history of 

hardworking gardeners 

endeavoring to do 

something right, produce 

something good.  Behind 

every archive picture, 

hours of careful planning 

took place for a 

successful outcome.  

Gardeners plant a seed.  

Water a seed.  We love 

and nourish the sprout 

until it delivers fruit.  We 

then share that fruit.  

Archives are a moment of 

time gone by shared with 

us.  We PGCI gardeners, 

future archives. 
Nancy Howe, Editor 
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Contemplate 

 

Love is your garden.               

Petals, proof of endeavor.      

Giving, receiving.  
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