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                           PGCI General Meeting, January 9 at 1:00 p.m.  

Speaker:  Todd Hummel 

Topic:  Garden Tool Maintenance 

Ready to prepare your gardening hand tools for your 2023 garden?  Todd will show us how to clean, 

sharpen and maintain them. Bring your small hand tools and a few rags for this interactive 

presentation.   

Todd 
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The Prez Sez  
Congratulations to everyone on making it through 2022. Now it is time to dive right into 

the new year, but first let us take a quick recap. December was a good month for the 

garden club. A fun time was had by all at the December meeting with a very well-

organized wreath and swag making event. Copious different greens collected by Nancy 

and others arrived on tables in heaps of fragrant fronds of just the right size. There were 

several assistants to help guide the wreath making so it went smoothly, and many beautiful wreaths 

were completed. 

 I was pleased to award Jeudie Lovell the well-deserved 2022-2023 Stars Award. She led the 

effort which enabled The Center for Spiritual Living to make a huge donation to our club. She works 

tirelessly to organize the beautification committee each Thursday, always with a smile and cookies. 

Many heartfelt notes of thanks were read to her to let her know just how much she is loved and 

appreciated in our club. 

 In December, we were able to present our donation of $5,000 to the Butte County Fire Safe 

Council in the name of the Center for Spiritual Living to be used for the beautification and clean up of 

our town.  The Firesafe Council is an amazing asset to our community and we in the garden club are 

proud to have them in our town and honored to be a conduit to them for this donation. 

 Finally, in December, we also finalized, voted, and put to bed the changes to the bylaws and 

standing rules and posted them to the website for all to read at your leisure.  It is with a heartfelt 

thanks to all who spent so much of their time on these updates and revisions. 

 Next months’ meeting will be on garden tool maintenance and safety when gardening. There are 

some pretty exciting garden club events are coming up.   

 I hope the holidays have treated everyone well and we are all looking forward to a bright and 

enjoyable new gardening year. 
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Magalia Farmer’s Market Mobile                                                                                                    
Sundays, 10:00—1:00 Magalia Community Center (parking lot) 
Corner of Andover and South Park Drive, just off the Skyway  

Garden and Landscaping Class   Cost $16.    Pre-registration required 
February 4,  Terry Ashe Park                                                                                                     
Kathleen Elliott’s winter class will feature pruning and caring for your deciduous trees and shrubs like 
roses, Japanese maples, fruit trees and vines to ready for the 2023 growing season.  
https://www.paradiseprpd.com/the-terry-ashe-recreation-center 

Seed Starting (Master Gardener Workshop)                   Pre-registration required         
Friday, January 27 2023,10–11:30am, Pat’s Barn, limit 30 people 

Would you like to plant different varieties of summer vegetables than those that are available at the big 
box stores as starts? Learn to start your own plants from seed, and you can choose any variety you’d 
like! Our focus will be tomatoes and peppers. You say you don’t have a heated greenhouse? Not to 
worry, as this workshop will also explore options for starting seeds indoors, including the proper 
lighting and temperature control.                                                                                               
 Classes fill up fast, register online now.  https://ucanr.edu/sites/bcmg/Workshops/ 

Snow Goose Festival of the Pacific Flyway                                                                                        
Sundays (all) in January 2023   
 
In Chico and the surrounding communities, the community celebrates this magnificent spectacle of 
nature with the Snow Goose Festival of the Pacific Flyway with outdoor field trips, an art exhibit, and a 
Friday night reception at the Museum of Northern California Art, 900 Esplanade, Chico, CA, USA (530) 
487-7272  
                                                                                                                                                
https://www.explorebuttecounty.com/events/snow-goose-festival-of-the-pacific-flyway 

Chico Fall Home & Garden Show                                                                                                   

April 1 & 2, Silver Dollar Fairgrounds, 2357 Fair St., Chico 

A Peek Ahead at the 2023 PGCI Calendar 

 

February 13, 1:30 Companion Planting with Joyce Hill (master gardener) 

March 13, 1:30 Cheryl Cozad, "Landscaping for a Hotter, Dryer Climate (master gardener) 

May 08, 1:30 2023 Garden Tour & Plant Sale, The Final Details 

June 12, 1:30 Voting on 2023-2024 PGCI Officers & Garden Tour After Party  

July 10, 1:30 PGCI Installation of Officers 

August 14 “DARK” No meeting this month.  Stay cool.   

Upcoming Events 

https://www.paradiseprpd.com/the-terry-ashe-recreation-center
https://ucanr.edu/sites/bcmg/Workshops/
https://www.explorebuttecounty.com/events/snow-goose-festival-of-the-pacific-flyway
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Pets in the Wildlife Garden 

Combining a wildlife habitat with pets has some challenges but can be done with some adaptations to 

your garden. 

 

Dogs will destroy plants. (And bags of soil) They dig, they nibble 

and they trample. One of the best ways to protect your plants is to use 

raised beds. Dogs see things differently from humans.  Most of them 

see raised beds as a big wall. 

 

Work with your dog’s instincts.  They like to patrol borders and 

follow paths. If you leave room around the perimeter of your yard, you 

can often avoid having your fence-line shrubs trampled. Make 

pathways. Placing mulch, gravel or grass pathways between the raised 

beds will help guide dogs away from the plants.  

 

Choose the right plants!  Sturdy plants are a must for a joint dog 

and wildlife habitat. Native hardy shrubs like toyons provide lots of 

berries for songbirds and can withstand canine assaults. Look for ground covers that can tolerate some 

foot traffic. Tough perennials like coneflowers and rosemary are other possibilities. Many deer-resistant 

native plants are tough and work well. Most dogs hate junipers, but wildlife love it for winter cover, 

nesting and food. Thorny plants will also deter dogs. Some people use cobblestone to keep pets away 

from delicate plants. Cobblestone is very awkward for dogs to walk on. A great dog barrier combines 

cobbles, a retaining wall, and thorny bushes. 

 

Cats in a Wildlife Garden. Cats can be helpful for catching pests 

like mice but will also catch and kill songbirds. Try keeping cats 

inside or providing them with a catio, as pictured here. Collars with 

a small bell rarely work. Try a large bear bell. Your cat will sound 

like Santa!   

 

Avoiding Hazards  When selecting plants for your yard, in 

addition to durability it is also important to make sure they are not 

poisonous to pets. Do some research before heading to the garden 

center because nurseries seldom have this information available.  

Holly berries can be toxic to pets, and so can buckeye seeds. Yews can be deadly.  

  

When gardening for wildlife, it is always a good idea to curb the use of pesticides and baits, and it is 

doubly important when you own a dog. If you must use them, look for products labeled "pet safe." Be 

especially careful with snail and slug bait.  

 

 Linda Goddard 

Gardening For Wildlife 

Storm 

Catio 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ParadiseGardenClub
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From Golden Garden eNews, December 2022, page 5 

http://californiagardenclubs.com 

Club meetings are large making it hard to meet other 

members. Garden Gatherings are a great opportunity to 

socialize in small groups. Interested in meeting more club 

members while displaying your gardens?  

• Host a Garden Gathering!  

• Garden Gathering hosts graciously invite us into their 

homes.  

• Only club members can attend. Hosts decide number of 

guests.  

• Garden Gatherings are social get-togethers with food, talk 

and a garden tour as the event focus.  

• A club member hosts the event at their personal garden.  

• Hosts pick the event date and time. Events average 1½ 

hours.  

• Garden Gathering chairmen capably manage event pre-

planning, organization, sign-ups, and coordination.  

Central Coast Cactus and Succulent Society — Garden Gatherings  

Beautification Team Report 

December hailed in the crisp, wet and frosty weather. We are so grateful for the rain! The 

Beautification Team continued planting daffodils around Paradise. Skyway at Neal Road, the library 

mound and other areas around town should show good flashes of color in the spring.  

As we find the ground swollen with frost heaves, and the freezing winds whip out high speeds, we let 
winter have her way. Our team stays home, cozy, planning our next adventures in beautification.  

http://californiagardenclubs.com
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Part 2: Speak to your plants in tones of light 

Blue and red light (research suggests) are the colors that "power" photosynthesis and many other plant processes. Very 

brief recap: blue light promotes sturdier stem and root growth but, if overdone, can 

stunt many plants; red light promotes stem and leaf elongation; leaf coloration; and 

the production of sugars, flowers, fruit, and seeds. In general, red light promotes the 

regulation of plant growth and development.  

Last time I told you of my serendipitous discovery on how to intermittently apply 

blue light to plants just getting their seedling start in life. (For those who missed it: 

my setup includes a pair of cool-white fluorescents down the center of the tent. They 

provide low-UV “working light” for this UV-sensitive gardener. Cool-white registers 

on color-measuring devices as blue.) The plants, and I, therefore enjoy this blue light 

every morning as I feed, water, admire, and maintain them.)  (Speaking of: more 

next time on the criticality of tent-garden environmental control.) 

So, on to red light. Commercial growers apply red light to crops at specific points 

in plant development. For example, while they may start their seedlings under blue 

light for robust (if compact) stem and root growth, many growers follow that with a period of red light to increase plant 

size and general health. (Many mix blue and red into a purple period.) They then might move to full-spectrum light for 

most of a plant’s life, but return to red light near market time to enhance plant coloring (and, for flowering plants, to 

stimulate flower production). Growers interested in only the beginning of the floral phase — as in, buds — might 

merely flash red lights over their growing plants a few times just as plants go into their night-time rest period. Think of 

it as a goodnight toddy for their plants. 

My version of this is a large flashlight with a red-light option. Other than those sunrise blues, my plants get full-

spectrum most of the day by way of light panels on a reliable timer. Very soon after the sunlight “clicks off,” though, I 

enter the now-dark tent and lovingly apply the aforementioned red-light toddy to the plants I want to flower. (I then 

zip things up and go off to enjoy a vegan, teetotaling toddy of my own.)  

Is it working? Am I getting more or better flowers than before? Yes, but with a caveat: these plants got moved into 

the tent last month just ahead of a November frost. They’d been growing under a canopy of ponderosa pine, incense 

cedar, and black oak for years. Most hadn’t flowered in all that time — of course not, poor things! They were eking out 

an existence on the mostly green/blue light you get under tree canopies. However, while the full-spectrum overhead 

lights may be doing the heavy lifting now, I’m bound to say: yeah. The ones treated to red light do now seem to be 

developing more, and more attractive, flowers. Of course, it may be that I’m being fooled by the novelty of it all. I 

mean, dig it: suddenly, flowers! In December! At 2600’, zone 8b. I am SO down with this. 

Important to remember: while plants have different, and mostly affirmative, responses to blue and red light, they 

won’t survive on a lifetime diet of just those colors. Full-spectrum light is ticket to healthy plant growth.  (More soon.) 

——— 

Some references: I learned a LOT from this YouTube video: “Red Light: Plants & Light #106” (and its friends. Links from 

that video will take you further in your quest, including the one on far red light.) You also might be interested in a book 

titled How We’ll Live On Mars, by the same scientist who wrote the book that became the movie “The Martian.” 

Chapter 6 has some interesting points to make about gardening food plants on the Red Planet. 

https://youtu.be/px2EcZPAspE
https://www.amazon.com/How-Well-Live-Mars-Books/dp/1476784760
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December 11, 2022 blog from our National Garden Club.  https://www.gardenclub.org  

Red Anthurium Flowers for the Holidays 
by Peggy Riccio, NGC Blog Administrator  

When I was young, we lived in Thailand and my mother (who grew up in 

Milwaukee) would buy very cheap houseplants and orchids from the 

market. I remember one houseplant in particular. The beautiful red 

flowers were so waxy they looked like they had been polished with 

furniture polish and they lasted for months. We did not know the names 

of the plants, but we enjoyed their novelty and exotic beauty. Now that I 

am older, I know these are called anthuriums. Although I associate them 

with tropical Southeast Asian countries, they really hail from South 

American tropical environments. 

Anthuriums are members of the Araceae or arum family. The “flower,” the 
red, heart-shaped part, is a modified leaf called a spathe. The actual 
flowers are tiny and appear in the center vertical structure called the 
spadix. The “flower” lasts a long time, making them ideal for cut flower 
arrangements. 

As a houseplant, anthuriums can grow in low light conditions but the more light you can provide, the 

more likely it will bloom throughout the year. It 

does not need a lot of fertilizer however 

fertilizing a few times a year will encourage 

blossoms. It definitely does not like moist soil. 

Water when the soil is dry to the touch. 

Anthuriums are easy, low maintenance plants, 

perfect for the home and office. 

Usually one sees red-flowering plants at the 
hardware store or nursery but there are cultivars 
with pink, green and white, and purple flowers. 
There is even a black flower cultivar called ‘Black 
Love’. My plant was less than ten dollars at the 
local hardware store. It was very root bound in a 
4-inch pot, so check your plant’s roots after you 
purchase it. 

During the holidays, I see red flowering anthuriums in the stores where I live so I think of them as 
alternative poinsettias. Although poinsettias are instant Christmas, anthurium flowers last longer than 
poinsettia flowers and the plant tends to have a more exotic, year-round appeal. Try growing 

Editor’s note:  These heart shaped blooms work nicely for Valentine’s Day, Fourth of July, or a birthday too.  With this flashy 

burst of blooms, everyday becomes a celebration. 

https://www.gardenclub.org/
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Paradise Garden Club. Inc. General Meeting 

December 12, 2022 

Terry Ashe Recreation Center 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm. There were approximately 18 people attending.  

 

Stars Award 

The Stars award was presented to Jeudie Lovell. Jeudie is the lead of the Beautification Team that works to 

keep the “triangles” and other public spaces around town looking good. Joyce Hummel read comments 

from other club members about why Jeudie was selected: her positive attitude, her leadership on the 

beautification team, and her long-standing commitment to the Paradise Garden Club, among others. Con-

gratulations Jeudie! 

 

Programs Survey 

Todd asked everyone to complete a brief survey about whether they would like another speaker from the 

Master Gardener program to come in the Spring, and what topics they would be interested in. 

 

Bylaws and Standing Rules 

Todd stated that everyone had been sent an electronic copy of the bylaws and standing rules last month 

and had a chance to review them. He asked for a vote to approve them. The bylaws and standing rules 

were approved; fifteen in favor, one opposed. 

 

Webmaster Needed 

Todd announced that we still need a webmaster and asked for suggestions/volunteers. 

 

Wreathmaking 

The rest of the general meeting was devoted to making holiday wreaths. Nancy had collected many types 

of greenery and decorations to make beautiful wreaths. A good time was had by all. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Michels, Recording Secretary 
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Wreaths 2022 Recap 

Twenty people attended our PGCI wreath making.  Twelve types of green 

boughs, Chinese Pistache berries, dried Crepe Myrtle blooms, pine cones, 

bits of this and that along with enthusiastic imaginations and Christmas 

wreaths of every creative style were fashioned.  Gatherers brought in 

yummy treats to share with hot apple cider.  Nibbling, sipping and the happy 

hum of conversations as wreaths were wove into shapes of Christmas cheer.  

Special thanks to Linda, Heather, Ellen, Margaret and Jeudie, five wonderful 

guides who practiced ahead of time at Nancy’s house and assisted attendees 

with supplies and techniques. 
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Contemplate 

World in repose 

The hush of snowflakes falling 

Quiet perfection 
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