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PGCI General Meeting, November 14 at 1:00 p.m.  

Our speakers:  Ellen Michels and Cindy Weiner  

Topic:  Native Plants for post-Camp Fire Paradise 

Why are native plants a good choice?  In this workshop Master Gardeners Ellen and Cindy provide 

information on landscaping with native plants to help meet the challenges during this ongoing drought.  

Learn how to select, site, plant & care for natives and other sun-loving drought tolerant plants. 

Todd 

Well, we have made it through the transitions from summer into fall. Fall with its 

hobgoblins, tricks or treats and a good wet winter hopefully is soon to be upon us. Being a 

hopeful sort, it is time to hunker down with a good book and some coffee or tea then to 

get back into planning our gardens and yards for the coming spring. 

The club has great news: a charitable donation to the club from the members of The Center for 

Spiritual Living, which has found itself unable to move back into Paradise since the loss of 

its place of worship during the Camp Fire.  They’ve made a financial donation of incredible 

generosity to the club. There is however a caveat, which I feel that we in the garden club 

are particularly well suited to fulfilling: per the donor’s request, the money will be used to 

beautify Paradise. I would like to see a round robin discussion at our next meeting to 

present ideas on how to best utilize this wonderful gift.  

In addition, we received a generous gift from the family of Mike Adams who recently 

passed away. Mike’s father, Rolo Adams, and his sister, Linda Adams Goddard, designated 

these funds to be used for the beautification of Paradise. We thank the Adams family for 

thinking both of us and of Paradise in their time of sorrow.  

The Prez Sez  
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Beautification Team Report 

With the weather cooler and the road work completed, the access to Foster Triangle has reopened. We 

have not been there for over two months and the weeds have taken over. The voles are still there 

and, sadly, they are not at all our little helpers munching on the weeds. Unfortunately, voles have 

chewed and demolished many of our landscape plantings. We continue to research replacement plants 

that voles will leave alone. 

 The team also worked on Elliott triangle to clear sweet peas & weeds. 

 In October, our Beautification Team received two very generous donations to use for the 

beautification of our town. We will contribute to the clearing of overgrown areas which will reduce our 

fire hazard. There will be new plantings. There is much we can do. Suggestions are welcome.  

 We continue to focus on our public gardens at the Elliott and Foster triangles, the Library 

Mound, and the small monument area on Clark Road. 

 We enjoy working together and we always welcome new people wanting to join us. How about 

you? 

Each Fall, we bag up well 

over one hundred giant lawn-

and-leaf bags full of leaves 

and pine needles, and haul to 

the Neal Rd Landfill. Last 

year, my neighbor who has 

twenty-five goats invited me 

to bring the leaves over for 

goat food. The goats love 

them! It is a win-win-win, as 

we fully recycle the leaves 

naturally and save $$ and 

fuel by not going to Neal Rd! 

Now, I just need to find a 

way to collect the goat 

manure to bring back to my 

gardens!     - Chris Rehmann 

Thank you to Kathleen Elliott of Mountain View Landscaping for our 

October workshop, “How to Cultivate Plant Cuttings.”  We all brought plants 

to divide and share.  We gardeners had fun separating plants, exchanging 

cuttings, bulbs, rhizomes, and rooted plants of every kind.  Enough for 

everyone, including visitors, to go home with new treasures for their gardens.  

We hope to have this as an annual event. 

Photo by Chris Rehmann 
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Everyone, This event is in collaboration with the Camp Fire Restoration Project and Butte Environ-

mental Council. Sophia is looking to pull in as many community groups on the Ridge that do work to 

support the environment. There are specific tasks that we could use help with, besides tree planting 

such as:  

• Registration table 

• Promoting event  

• Parking - dependent on volunteer head count  

• Quality control on planting protocol - Day of and/or after event  

• Tool sign out/distribution 

• Wildlife cages - Prepping, needed week before event date. 

•  Volunteer appreciation - Help distribute volunteer take home items.  

At our November 

14th PGCI meeting, 

we will have a sign 

up sheet for this 

event.  However, to 

give Sophia a head 

count sooner, 

please sign up by:          

1. using the scan                

2. phone  

3. website 
4. sign up at the  
PRPD office.   
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Toby Brandtman, our new 

Mail Chimp tech, shares 

these pictures with us.  A 

six foot zinnia!  Bees love 

single petaled flowers.  It 

gives these hard workers 

easy access.   
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Photos by Joyce Hummel 

Joyce Hummel had an early 

morning visit from an 

actual blue heron last 

week. It seemed to be 

curious about its 

counterpart in statuary.  It 

was extremely interested in 

Joyce’s big goldfish. She 

had to chase the big bird 

away three times. 

“Thankfulness is the quickest path to joy.” 

- Jefferson Bethke 

Pomegranates at the Hummel’s.  Photo by Nancy Howe 
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                Upcoming Events 

Drip Irrigation Installation and Maintenance    (Master Gardener Workshop)                                              

November 16, Wednesday, 6–7:30pm                                                                                          

Pre-registration required.  Sign up now; it fills up fast. Drip irrigation is arguably the most efficient 

method of providing water to trees, crops, gardens, and landscapes. This workshop will provide an 

overview of different options available for drip irrigation systems and how to install them. You will also 

learn how to troubleshoot and inspect your system, and how to make repairs when needed.                                      

Pat’s Barn Patrick Ranch, 10381 Midway, between Chico and Durham , limit 30 people.     

Garden and Landscaping Class 
Kathleen Elliott’s winter class on February 4 will feature pruning and caring for your deciduous trees 

and shrubs like roses, Japanese maples, fruit trees and vines to ready for the 2023 growing season. 

Cost $16.  Pre-registration required.  Details at Terry Ashe Park. 

Master Gardener Workshops for fall 2022 are underway.  Great gardening information.                   

Pre-registration required.  All classes details at https://ucanr.edu/sites/bcmg/Workshops/. 

Magalia Farmers Market Mobile  Sundays, 10:00—1:00  at Magalia Community Center Parking  

Paradise Farmer’s Market Mondays, 4:30—7:30 at Holiday Shopping Center Parking Lot. 

Bumblebees, with John Whittlesey                                                                                         
November 21, 2022, The Chico Horticultural Society, to meet in person at the Chico  Library’s meeting 

room, 1108 Sherman Avenue.  People wishing to attend online via zoom should check their website.  

https://www.chicogardenclub.com/ 

Drought Talk   (Master Gardener Workshop)                                                                                                                                        
November 9, Wednesday at 6-7:30pm                                                                                         

Pre-registration required.  Sign up now; it fills up fast.                                                                  

Information presented here is designed to help you make the right decisions for watering and 

managing your landscape when Mother Nature turns the spigot off.                                              

Pat’s Barn Patrick Ranch, 10381 Midway, between Chico and Durham , limit 30 people.   

Ace Hardware’s Annual Christmas Preview & Open House   
November 1—5  

Gratitude is the best attitude! 

Wreath or Swag Making for Christmas    December 12, Monday, 1:30—2:45, cost $5, Bring 

your favorite dollar store decorations: ribbons, bows, little pinecones, whatever suits your whimsy. 

Please bring enough to share a few with others.  Make one to keep or share with a neighbor. Greens, 

wreath ring and wire provided.  Limit one wreath per attendee. 

Paradise Revival Festival, November 5  Gather at Terry Ashe Recreation Center from 11 a.m.-5 

p.m. on November 5 to commemorate the Camp Fire and celebrate community resilience. This event will 

include 7 musical acts, free meals, free beer, an art show, and local vendors.  

https://ucanr.edu/sites/bcmg/Workshops/
https://www.chicogardenclub.com/
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 Linda Goddard 

HELPING POLLINATORS WITH OVERWINTERING 

 

Flowering plants provide pollinators with food, but insects also need suitable shelter for nesting 

and overwintering. Most bees and wasps create small nests beneath the soil or within dead plant 

stems or cavities in wood. Other beneficial insects like butterflies, wasps, moths, fireflies, and la-

dybugs, seek shelter in places that offer protection from predators and the elements, such as leaf 

litter and brush piles. 

1. Save the Stems 

Many hollow plant stems and branches provide excellent places for cavity-nesting insects to call 

home. Plant shrubs such as elderberry and sumac as well as a diversity of wildflowers.  

 In a wildflower garden, leave flower stalks (and seed heads) intact over the winter. Many 

birds and other wildlife feed on the seeds of plants, including sunflowers, asters, goldenrod, purple 

coneflowers, blazingstars and Joe Pye weed.  

 When pruning dead wildflowers, make your cuts at a variety of heights from about 8–24" 

above the soil.  

 When pruning to expose cut ends, be sure that the ends you are leaving are at least 4–6" 

from a branch or stem node.  

2. Leave the Leaves  

In cold climates, the vast majority of butterflies, bumble bees and moths use 

leaf litter for winter protection of eggs, caterpillars, chrysalises, or adults.  

 Leave a thin layer of leaves on any lawn areas.  

 If leaving leaves on your lawn isn’t an option, rake them up and spread 

them over vegetable or flower beds, where they will help to build soil and pro-

vide habitat. 

 When moving leaves, opt for raking or using a leaf vacuum to capture whole leaves, rather 

than shredding them with a mower.  

3. Rethink your Lawn 

Roughly 70% of our native bee species nest in the ground, where they are often found in loose, 

undisturbed soil. Many of these bees are among the earliest pollinators to emerge in spring, and 

are essential pollinators of early-blooming fruit trees, as well as wildflowers and native trees and 

shrubs. 

 

 Reduce lawn size, replacing it with native flowering plants, native grasses and clump-

forming native sedges. Limit turf grass to select areas, such as accents or as garden paths. 

 Retain patches of bare ground to provide ground nesting bees and other insects with access 

to a very important resource: soil. 

 Plant a bee lawn, composed of short-statured grasses and wildflowers that tolerate some 

foot traffic and need less water, mowing, and fertilizer than typical turfgrass.   

 Set mower blades to the highest setting, and reduce mowing frequency.   

 Avoid chemical fertilizers, herbicides, and insecticides in your lawn, many of which have 

unknown or negative consequences to bees and other soil-dwelling insects. 

Gardening For Wildlife 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ParadiseGardenClub
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Fall is the perfect time to plant perennials in the garden that support pollinators come spring. Many 

pollinator-friendly plants are both native species and drought tolerant. An especially important plant to 

consider is the milkweed plant (Asclepias) as it hosts the monarch butterfly, which is rapidly dwindling 

in population. Local nurseries have both plants and suggestions for consideration. 

 If outdoor space is not limiting, you may consider growing a hedgerow. Hedgerows are wide, 

densely planted trees, shrubs, and grasses traditionally used to define boundaries on agricultural land 

and in rural settings. They are making a comeback on agricultural land as UC studies have shown that 

hedgerows have 90% fewer crop pests and 60% more beneficial parasitoid wasps that prey on harmful 

pests. Birds and other predatory animals may also live among the hedgerows.  

If space is limited, or if your property is in a suburban setting, consider a mini hedgerow as a 

privacy screen, planted along a property line. Smaller hedgerows will also attract pollinators, pest 

predators, and birds. California native species suitable as a mini hedgerow include California redbud, 

ceanothus, buckwheat. manzanita, yarrow, sages, and penstemon.  

“Thankfulness is the beginning of gratitude.                                                                                  
Gratitude is the completion of thankfulness.                                                                                 
Thankfulness may consist merely of words.                                                                                    

Gratitude is shown in acts.”  - Henri Frederic Amiel 

While planting season is winding down, those of us living in Northern California still enjoy mild weather, 

plenty of sunshine, and scattered showers. While the regular autumn chores of raking and cleanup keep 

us outside, November and into December is also the perfect time to fill in bare spots in the garden with 

cool season vegetables and annuals, as well as native plants. 

Violas, pansies, and other cool season annuals can be tucked 

into beds during November. The warm weather will help 

annuals fill in bare spots quicker than waiting another month.   

 November and into December is also the time to think 

about cleanup in the flower garden.  Many perennials are 

looking tired in the fall garden. Make sure to clip or pull 

rotting leaves and stems. Clean up and remove dead leaves 

from under and around plants. Pruning can maintain desired 

heights of larger perennials and shrubs. Make sure to only 

compost healthy plant material after cleanup.  

New plants can be started from cuttings or plant 

division now. Clumping perennials such as asters or yarrow 

can be divided by gently digging up and separating the root 

ball into several smaller clumps. Each clump will become a 

new plant. A helpful guide, published by the University of 

California Cooperative Extension can be found at https://cetrinity.ucanr.edu/files/258910.pdf Not only 

are propagation tips given for plant division and stem and softwood cuttings, but  a chart of 

propagation techniques for common garden plants is also available.  
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Photo by Chris Rehmann 

https://cetrinity.ucanr.edu/files/258910.pdf
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Paradise Garden Club. Inc. General Meeting 

October 10, 2022 

Terry Ashe Recreation Center 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:03 pm. There were over 25 people attending.  

 

Business 

Jeudie announced a $15,000 donation from The Center for Spiritual Living and presented a check to 

Todd. The Church is not rebuilding after the Camp Fire and decided to donate their land and funds to 

local non-profits. The money will be used by the beautification team. 

 

Ellen announced a $1,000 donation from Rollo Adams in memory of Mike Adams, who passed away 

recently. He was the brother of Linda Goddard, PGCI member active with the beautification team. The 

funds will go to the beautification team.  

 

Presenter  

Kathleen Elliott from Mountainview Landscape Design gave a presentation on dividing perennials. She 

brought in several types of plants and showed how to separate the roots and trim the leaves for 

replanting. Members also brought in plants to divide and share with other club members. Kathleen 

also talked about different ways of propagating plants – seeds, cuttings, divisions, etc., and she 

provided several informative handouts.  

Kathleen asked Ellen to talk about the Master Gardeners’ 3-year garden guide which is available for 

purchase ($25) at Patrick Ranch, Magnolia Gift and Garden, and at all the Master Gardener public 

education workshops. It is a journal in a 3-ring binder that has helpful gardening tips for each month 

and season, and has space for you to write what you have planted in your garden, what is doing well 

and what is not. You can add pages with photos, seed packets, etc. It is a good way to keep track of 

what is happening with your garden. 

 

Additional Business 

More club business was conducted while people were choosing and dividing plants to take home.  

Stars award nominations, for club members who have gone above and beyond for the club, were 

asked for. 

Another sign-up sheet for garden tour volunteers was passed around. 

Margaret asked for approval that the club dues be raised to $30 for an individual and $45 for a 

family. The increase was approved. 

Jeudie talked about the Simple Gesture program, where people can buy extra non-perishable foods 

when they go shopping, store them in a green bag provided by the program, and have it picked 

up and delivered to food pantries once a month. 

Ward talked about the Love Paradise group participating in Make a Difference Day activities on 

October 21st and 22nd. 

Ward talked about the Butte College horticulture student scholarship recipients. WE have given 

over $40,000 in scholarships so far. 

Jim Broshears from the Fire Safe Council talked about a contest they will be launching soon called 

“Happy Habitats” which will award people who incorporate fire-safe designs into their rebuild 

and gardens. He asked if PGCI would feature one of their winners on our next garden tour. 

They are also looking for nominees for the contest. 

Ward mentioned that Paradise Irrigation District wants to do the same kind of contest, with their 

focus being gardens that feature water conservation.  

The board members convened briefly and Nancy motioned that PGCI join the Paradise Chamber of 

Commerce. Jeudie seconded and all were in favor. 
Photo by Chris Rehmann 
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October 17, 2022 blog from our National Garden Club.  https://www.gardenclub.org  

Parsley, Sage, Rosemary, and Thyme 
by Pat Neasbitt 

These herbs grow well in Oklahoma, along with lots of other herbs that Simon and Garfunkel couldn't 
work into their lyrics. Herbs are plants that are used for 
medicinal purposes and to add flavor to food. Fresh herbs are 
always better when adding flavor to food, but your own dried 
herbs also are wonderful to have on hand for enhancing your 
home cooking. Herbs are fantastic for making herb butters, 
herb vinegars, bundles for flavoring your grilled masterpieces, 
rubs, marinades, sauces, herbal teas, and potpourri. Who 
knew you could use herbs in so many different ways? 

Herbs also are very attractive ornamental plants that can be 
used in many different landscape situations. They look great 
in flower beds, in an area set aside for growing only herbs, in 
borders, in rock gardens, and in container plantings. You could have an herb theme garden such as a 
"pizza" garden, a medicinal herb garden, a children's herb garden, a kitchen herb garden in pots on the 
windowsill, or just mix a few herbs in with vegetable or ornamental plantings. Herbs also work well on 
a sunny porch or patio in containers. 

Some herbs are annuals while others are perennials that come up year after year. Annual herbs can be 
seeded directly in the garden or started from seeds indoors for later transplanting to the garden. You 
can save the seed produced by your herb plants for next year's crop or obtain seed from your local 
garden center, seed catalog, or online. To save your seeds, harvest the entire seed head after it has 
dried on the plant and then spread the seeds out on newspapers or paper towels to continue drying. I 
put mine on newspapers on a shelf in the garage because it is warm and dry there. After the seeds are 
thoroughly dry, store them in canning jars with lids. Be sure to label and date the jars and store them 
in a dark, cool, dry location such as inside a cabinet. To preserve your seeds even longer, store the jars 

or seeds stored in freezer bags in the refrigerator or freezer. 

Perennial herbs can be propagated by cuttings or by division. 
Divide plants every 3 to 4 years in the early spring. The plants 
should be dug up and cut into several sections and can then be 
replanted in various places or shared with others.  

Many herbs can be harvested for fresh seasonings, and clipping 
herbs back keeps them from getting too big, stops them from 
flowering and going to seed, and makes them thicker and more 
attractive. To dry herbs for later use, clip them before frost and 
hang the herbs upside down in loosely tied bundles in a well-
ventilated room. Use a rubber band to fasten them together, and it 

will tighten as the herbs dry and shrink and keep them together. Just straighten a paper clip to hang 
them with.     

Many of the herbs we grow today are from the Mediterranean region of the world which has hot, dry 
summers. That means herbs grow great here in Oklahoma in full sun and without too much water or 
fertilizer. Herbs also need great drainage. Mints and a few other herbs such as Italian flat leaf parsley 
will grow well in moist shade or partial shade. If you don't want your entire landscape to be covered in 
mint, be sure to plant them in containers. Some herbs that grow well in Oklahoma are rosemary, basil, 
sorrel, cilantro, chives, parsley, thyme, oregano, mint, dill, and sage. 

https://www.gardenclub.org/
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From Golden Garden eNews, October  2022 

“It is not how much we have,  

but how much we enjoy, that makes happiness.” 

Charles Spurgeon 

WHAT TO DO IF THE IRS CONTACTS YOU  

By Sue Bennett, GTEP Chairman  

When an IRS letter or notice arrives in the mail, here’s what you should do:  

Read the letter carefully. Most IRS letters and notices are about federal tax returns or tax accounts. 

Each notice deals with a specific issue and includes specific instructions on what to do.  

Review the information. If a letter is about a changed or corrected tax return, the taxpayer should 

review the information and compare it with the original return. If the taxpayer agrees, they should 

make notes about the corrections on their personal copy of the tax return and keep it for their rec-

ords. Typically, a taxpayer will only need to take action or contact the IRS if they don’t agree with the 

information, if the IRS requested additional information, or if they have a balance due.  

Take any requested action, including making a payment. The IRS and authorized private debt 

collection agencies do send letters by mail. Most of the time, all the taxpayer needs to do is read the 

letter carefully and take the appropriate action or submit a payment.  

Reply only if instructed to do so. Taxpayers don’t need to reply to a notice unless specifically told 

to do so. There is usually no need to call the IRS. If a taxpayer does need to call the IRS, they should 

use the number in the upper right-hand corner of the notice and have a copy of their tax return and 

letter.  

Let the IRS know of a disputed notice. If a taxpayer doesn't agree with the IRS, they should mail 

a letter explaining why they dispute the notice. They should send it to the address on the contact stub 

included with the notice. The taxpayer should include information and documents for the IRS to review 

when considering the dispute.  

Keep the letter or notice for their records. Taxpayers should keep notices or letters they receive 

from the IRS. These include adjustment notices when an action is taken on the taxpayer's account. 

Taxpayers should keep records for three years from the date they filed the tax return.  

Watch for scams. The IRS will never contact a taxpayer using social media or text message. The 

first contact from the IRS usually comes in the mail. Taxpayers who are unsure whether they owe 

money to the IRS can view their tax account information on IRS.gov.  

http://californiagardenclubs.com 

http://californiagardenclubs.com
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Contemplate 

Cast your autumn seeds 

and dream with a joyful heart  

of future beauty. 

Haiku by Nancy Howe     Photo by Chris Rehmann 


