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The Prez Sez
It is July, and this is my first time writing for the Paradise Garden Club
newsletter. First off, I would like to thank Cheryl and Ward for their tireless
stewardship of the club. For as long as Joyce and I have been members they
have steered the club's meetings and orchestrated events. They are going to be
a hard act to follow.
My name is Todd and for those who do not know me I should introduce
myself. I fell in love with Paradise some fifteen or so years ago when Joyce's
mother lived up here and we would come to visit. We loved the kindness of the
people; the slower pace and hometown feel of the area. After her passing we
decided to divide our time between the Bay Area and what quickly became our
new home. Joyce, my wife, worked so hard on the yard and transformed it into
a wonderful garden of Eden-esque paradise, but the house was too small, so we
bought The Villa in the lower banana belt of Paradise. Joyce set out to make the
new yard as wonderful as the other and we rejoined the garden club.
We lost the north house in the fire, and it ravaged the yard at The Villa. The
challenges that we have faced in recovering our yard have been significantly
less than others have faced but being members of the club has helped us regain
our sense of community.
Moving forward we recognize that the club, too, is facing challenges of its
own, we have fewer members than we used to have to draw from and on top of
Todd & tractor, taking
that, members who are still here, are sometimes reluctant to participate
down a potential fire
because of safety concerns due to Covid.
hazard at the villa.
One thing I have learned is that our members are resilient. We can and will
Photo by Joyce Hummel ride these lean times out, we will persevere. When members feel safe, they will
find us still here with experiences and advice to share for the benefit of our
community.

Todd

PGCI General Meeting, July 11 at 1:00 p.m.
Installation of PGCI Officers with Carol Jauregui, Buttes District Director
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Setting Up
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On June 4, we began a bit before 7:00 a.m. hauling set up equipment, boutique items and plants
over to the hub at the Paradise Irrigation District parking lot. The morning weather kept plants
and people cool. Many hands make light work. What a wonderful and fun team!
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Wall hangings

miniature tea cup gardens
hand painted floral plates
a silent auction
and so much more.
Cheryl directed as gardeners set up.
People came, visited and took treasures home
and gifts to share with others.
Come join the fun next year!
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Coleus, spider plants, lantana, salvias, calla lilies, aloes, daisies, succulents, & milkweed, are
some of the seasonal & perennial plants that happy shoppers took home. Our helpful team
assists shoppers while Cheryl welcomes everyone at the buy-tickets-&-purchase-plants table.
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Three years after their lovely home and gardens were
completely lost in the Paradise Camp Fire, Ellen &
Steve have built a beautiful new home and a stunning
deer- and drought-tolerant landscape.
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Front Yard
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Backyard
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There is no way to adequately show all the tremendous variations of colors, shapes, textures and
unique fixtures these homeowners have selected and lovingly placed into their yards. These pictures
just give a taste of a exquisite visual banquet. Come feast your eyes at our next garden tour.
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Landscaped by a family friend, John & Elaine’s home and
landscape were spared during the Paradise Camp Fire that
devasted 85% of Paradise. We treasure views of healthy,
mature trees and plants in a few places around town.

Front Yard

Photos by Nancy Howe

7

Photos by Nancy Howe

Backyard

An Arkansas Redbud

A calming place
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New comers to Paradise, Rolawn and Chris had barely
acclimated to town when the Camp Fire hit. The house
was spared, but the gardens and bridges were
destroyed. They have taken these three years to
rebuild, replant and create an extraordinary visual and
tactile adventure in landscape.
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"Good Gardeners inspire themselves"
"Great Gardeners inspire others"
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Beautification Team Report
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In mid-June summer heat came on quickly so six of us got an early morning start at the Foster
triangle. Dried up poppy pods have burst scattering seeds for next year, so we pulled up the old
plants. We also removed the weeds that always pop up.
The vole problem continues unabated. We
are open to any suggestions.
The irrigation system has a leak so the
automatic watering system is off until Public Works
can do the repairs. That means hand watering by
our team for a while.
The last Thursday in June we had a workday
at the Elliott triangle to deadhead the coreopsis
which had given a beautiful show of bright yellow
flowers for over a month. We pruned the dusty
miller we planted as an accent color along the
periphery. Our general cleanup included spent
daffodils as well as the usual weeds, sweet peas &
pine needles.
The library mound is doing well. We have
enjoyed a long lasting, good display of daylilies on
each side of the Monument on Clark.
Our group has become a dedicated Team that has fun while we accomplish workday goals. If
you are interested in joining us, contact team lead Jeudie at beautification@paradisegardenclub.org.

Upcoming Events

July 2 from 1-3

Dogtown Fair at Magalia
Community Church

July 4 from 3-5

Paradise Symphony Orchestra
Paradise Junior High, FREE

July 6 from 6-8:30 Party in the Park
Paradise Community Park
July 8&9

10-5 Homespun Holidays Craft Show
Paradise Masonic Lodge

July 11 at 1:00

PGCI Installation of Officers
at Terry Ashe Recreation Center

July 24 from 2-5 ‘Let’s Dance’ with Soul Posse Band
Paradise Veterans Memorial Hall $8
Mark your calendar
October 16-19

CGCI Fall Board Meeting
Wyndham Hotel, Sacramento

The Declaration of Independence
was signed July 4, 1776.
Happy Birthday to the USA,
245 years old this year!
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From Golden Garden eNews, June 2022, California Garden Clubs, Inc.

Black Point Garden (New 2021)
Chairman: Shane Looper, slooper@sbcglobal.net

Upon conclusion of Project Mission Blue with Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy that raised
$23,000+ from 2011-2021, a new five-year project was approved by the Board of Directors, Black
Point Historic Gardens. It is approximately one-acre in size overlooking Aquatic Park, strategically
located near Fisherman’s Wharf in San Francisco’s tourist district where 10-12 million people from all
over the world visit. (See photo below of overhead view.)

The gardens have been neglected since 1972 but are an important site for public enjoyment as
well as environmental and social education through community engagement. It is an ideal place to
demonstrate/showcase a garden that encourages urban wildlife including birds, pollinators, and small
mammals in addition to the visibility of California Garden Clubs, Inc. involvement with signage and
presence.
CGCI has adopted this project to raise funds to plant plants keeping with the historical aspect of
Black Point to recreate a strolling garden and to design crucial urban wildlife corridors, and to acquire
garden tools and compost to assist in the restoration of the gardens.
In exchange, CGCI’s logo will appear on acrylic plant signs in the garden and be promoted on
GGNPC’s social media. Local CGCI clubs can also participate by growing plants for the garden, and/or
adopting an area of the garden, maintain Black Point Historic Gardens, within its historical context, as
a site for public enjoyment, horticultural, environmental, and social education, community engagement
as well as for the arts.
CGCI is excited to have the opportunity to raise money for this newest project in partnership
with Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy. Donations of any amount are welcome. We appreciate
your support!

For more information: https://www.californiagardenclubs.com/black-point-garden-new-2021/
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Garlic
by Robbie Kupper, President, Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraska

Today I want to talk about garlic. Growing your own garlic is a very fulfilling task. The varieties
available to home growers are far more diverse and flavorful than what you can find at the grocery
store. Plus, growing garlic is easy. What I like is you can even grow it in a pot if you don’t have room
anywhere else. Garlic has a long growing season. It takes about 8 to 9 months for a small, planted
garlic clove to develop into a ready-to-harvest head of garlic. I started mine during August in my
greenhouse in a pot.
There are two types of garlic for growing in containers or in the ground: Hard neck and soft
neck. Due to its hardiness,
hard neck is the best garlic for
growing in cold climates
where cold winter
temperatures are the norm.
Because soft neck varieties
are often less winter hardy,
they are best grown in mild
climates.
When picking the pot
to plant the garlic, make sure
your pot is frost proof and has
a drainage hole. My garlicplanting pot is 22 inches in
diameter, and I plant 8 to 10
cloves inside. The larger the
container, the more cloves
you can plant, and the less
frequently you have to water.
Garlic needs a well-drained soil mix, or the cloves may rot, especially during the winter if you
receive a lot of precipitation. But garlic also needs fertile soil that’s heavy enough to support the tall
plants and expanding heads in the spring and summer. Put a granular organic fertilizer that is
formulated specifically for bulbs into the pot. Then you should top your pot with leaves or straw when
winter really arrives.

Garlic may be one of the world’s most versatile culinary herbs and greatest medicinal plants.
It’s the herb of choice for colds, flu, sore throats, and sluggish digestion. Garlic also stimulates
immune activity, improves circulation, and helps lower cholesterol.
To pickle garlic, pack a clean sterilized wide mouth 1 pint jar about ¾ full of whole peeled garlic
cloves. Warm together 1 ¼ cups of apple cider vinegar and ¾ cup of honey until melted and pour over
the garlic. Allow to sit at room temperature overnight, then refrigerate for 3 to 4 weeks before using.
Pickled garlic will last for several months in the refrigerator. When a recipe calls for garlic, I use the
pickled garlic and it tastes so much better.
Remember, let’s plant some herbs!!!!
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Contemplate

Joyful, unique lives
Together, exuberant
Garden harmony

Rehman Garden, Photo and Haiku by Nancy Howe
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